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The Poiladelphia Weekly Times of this week
contains a loog letter from Col, John S. Mosby,
io which the Colooel says the charge that Gen.
J. K. B. Stoart, by passiog with bis cavalry
arouod the rear aod right of Hooker into Peon
sylvania, and thus allowiog the Federal army
to be ioterposed between him aod Geoeral
Lee, bad taken away ‘“‘the eyes of the arwy,”’
aod left the Coofederate general in an enemy's
country like a blind giant gropiog in the dark,
is mojust; that Stuart’s expedition was under
takeo with the approval of the commandiog
geoeral; that he lefi behind him a force of cav-
alry amply sufficicat to observe aod report the
movemeotis of the Uoion aray to General Lee,
as well as to cheek its resoonoissanoes and gusrd
the Confederate column against auy surprisc;
that Stuart’s movemont was a highly suceessfal
oone, coosidercd cither as aniodependent raid of
s detachment of cavalry on the commuoications
of the Federal army, or in its relations to the
movements of the Confederate army; and that
the sucoess which attended the Coofederate
arms on the first day’s fighting was largely due
to the enterprise of Stuart.

The U. S. House of Representatives, yester-
day, agreed to the report of the confercnce
committee on the defisicney bill, wbich now
goes to the President for approval. The Seoate
amendments to the Paris Kxposition bill were
also concurred in. Mr. Wood reported a reso-
lution authoriziog the various committees hav-
iog eharge ol the affairs of the several depart
meols, to investigate frands aod abuses, to sit
during the rcc:ss and have power to seod for
persons and papers. The republicans opposed
the latter olause of the resolution and finally
declined votiog, leaving the Housz without a
quorum, when it had to adjourn,

A glariog iostanco of the worse than worth-
lessoess of trizls by jury, as conducted in this
country, was presooted in the case of the color-
ed mao whose trial for bratally assaulting and
outraging a white girl was ocoocluded in Wash-
ington, yesterday, by the discharge of the jury,
who failed to agree. Tho proof of tho defen-
daot’s guilt was dircet and positive, yat, as it
was a mixed jury, they oould not render a ver-
dict, the white portion being for coaviction
aod the colored for acquital, Qar ouly hope
for the correction of a system that allows such
gross injustico lies ia the fact that ite absurdi-
ties are becoming so ridiculous as to cofores the
demands for its abolishment.

The lovers of ‘‘peacz at any oost” will be
gratified at the present prospect for a settle-
ment of the troubles that bave ditquicted
France for some time past. No matter how
*‘upeasy rests tho head that wears a crown,”
high official position, with a large salary to sup
port it, has its pleasares, and, in the case of
President MacMahon, they were strong coough
to induco him,rather thao reliaquish thew, whea
ovory other means had lailed, to repudiate his
former policy and makeconeessionsto red repub-
lieanism, for by whatever name, not the wejor-
ity, but the present raling party in I'rance may
be called, its streogth lies in its red republican
allies.

The Culpeper Times pays o well deserved
oompliwent to Maj. 8, 8. Beadford, the Presi-
deot of the Piedmouot Agricaltural Society, for
the mwanoer 1o which he bas conducted the af
fairs of that Socicty, and especially for serupu-
lously maiotsining order and decorum at
ity aopual exhibitions, aod ‘‘uoswerviogly
forbiddicg the horrid cxamples of profan-
ity, drunkeooess, gambling aod other swiodliog
deviees wometimee seen at such places,”

Io Senator Conkling's absorbing and success-
ful cffort to defeat President Hayes,in the mat-
ter of the New Yok Custom House appointces,
such iosignificant affsirs as personal estrango-
ments with fellow members were swallowed,
and the difficulty that had cxisted betwoen him
and Senator Blaiae, tor twelve long years, was
gottled in 8 moment, oot, however, to those
who know him, because he hates Blaine less,
but that he hates Hayes more,

Of all the roles in which Senator Cookliog
could possibly appear, the one he seleoted yes-
terday was the most oatural, His whole life
resdered his assumed oharacter of bully ridicn
lously congruous, The idea of the New York
Senator beiog a bully strikes the publie by its
appropriatecess. Bully Cookling is pat aod
good. A bully, however, it must be romember-
ed, is more insolent than courageous.

The first number of Scribner's Magazine for
next year has been received from its publishors,
Bcribner & Co., New York. It indicates an
improvement even upon the acknowledged ex-
cellence of this year’s numbers; is handsomely
illustrated, and its table of contents presents un-
ususl attractions—an article of especial interest
being & description of Lhe relies recently found
by Dr. Schleimann, at Mycecrm.

Littell’ sLiving Age for Dec'r. 15th has been
received from its Boston publishers. 1It, like
the preceding numbers, contains the cream of
cotemporary magazines,

‘Wo have received the November number of

the Masonic Kclectic, edited and publiched by
G. H. Ramaey, of this city. 1t is neatly priated
and is filled with matter of interest to the craft

Mexiean War.

GaLveiTON, TEX., Dec. 15.—The Governor
has eent the following dispatch to the President:

1 am officialy informed that citizens of Mexi-
€0, 1n connection with citizensof Kl Paso county,
Texas, of Mexican birth, were fighting all day
yesterday in Texas, with a detachment of State
troops, who were aiding our civil authorities.
‘I'he Mexican force bem%to strong too be repell-
ed by Texas troops, land it being impossible to
raise & civil ﬁosse from hs citizens, who are
nearly all of Mexican blood and sympathy, and
having no reinforcement within several hundred
miles, I ask the aid of such United States
troops as may be nearest to the scene of action,
to repel this invasion of our territory,

Courtesles of the Senalte.

The Washiogton correspondent of the Balti-
more Suo, in narratiog the proczediogs of the
excoutive session of the U, 8 Scoate, yester-
day, Bays: )

1o the executive session of the Senate this
sfternoon there were two incidents of much io-
terest, one of which was the cause of great ex-
oitement among Scoators, W hen the nomioa-
tion of MecLio, of Florida, for Associate Justice
of New Mexico, was pendiog, Senator Conover
said that McLio, if a lawyer at all, was one o
po ability, and was utterly incompetent to fill a
judicial position. W hen State solicitorio Florida
he had given more atleution to ‘‘apple jack’’
than to anythiog else. tle had been oo both
sides in the war apd betrayed both. lIle was
iosincere and a time server, and was respected
peither by the democrats nor the republicans of
Florida. Neither party oould trust biw, for he
would sell out whenever his personal interest
would be advanced. The republicans of Flerida
had, after the presidential election of last year,
distrusted him so muoch that they kept over
bim the most vigilant and untiriog surveillance.
Had it not beeo for this he wou!d, if he conld
have made apything out of it, decided the elce
toral vote ot Florida for the other side,

The resultof thisspeech of Senator Conover's
was that po attempt was made to defeod the
pomination of McLin, acd evea Staoley Mat
thews, the President’s next [riend, walked out
of the chamber, so as not to be present wheo
the vote was tuken. MeLin's nomioation was
overwoclmioely rijected. The result shows
that Senator Conover's ivfluencs with his party
associates bas not been impaired by bis deter
mioed stand in opposition to them io the But-
ler osse and the New York nominations.

Afier McLin was so summarily disposed of
the nomination of Edward C, Wade us interoal
revepue 2ollector for the third Georgia distriot,
vice Faonin, to be removed, was taken up.

The nomioation was opposed by both Scoa-
tors Gordon and LIill. During the dixcussion s
passage occurred between Mr. Blaioe avd the
(Georgia Scoators. They said that Wade was
a mischief maker aod very obooxious to the
people of Georgia, and allusion was made to his
weiting letters to the North allegiog outragesin
Georgia.

Mr. Hill said it was time that the feeling of
antagonism between the North aod the South
should be brought to an end.

Mr. Blaine said the Scoator could calm bis
perves, but the fecling between the two sce:
tions would not be allaged while the life and
property of republicans were so insccure at the
South,

(ien. Gordon said Georgia was a sovereign
State, and the opinion of its Senators as to offi
oers io that State ought to have some weight,
Mr. Blaioe retorted that the Seoator who the
other day stood up for the right of the Presi

opposing that right. T'he Scoator now thought
also that a Scoator should have some voice io
the appointments for his State, but day befora
yesterday he was of a very different opinion.
After this there was a temporary lull in the
proceediogs caused by a suggestion from some
Seoator to adjourn,
Mr. Conkling, and it is said one or two other
Senators, called *'go oo, go on with the regular
order.”
General Gordon rose and said that the Seopa-
tor from New York was arrogating too much to
himself in uodertakiog to order the Senators
and the Vieo President to go on with the busi-
ness of the Sepate. Tho Senator was not the
Senate,
Mr. Conkliog responded that the Sepator's
statement that he was ordering the Sepate was
uotrue,
Gen. Gordop repeated what he bad said, and
Mr. Conkling followed with bis diselaimer in
the same terms as before,
Geo, Gordon then said, **This can be settled
elsewhere,”
Mr. Conkling_ anickl
am coocerned it can
where,”
Senater Cookline was the more excited of
the two, though both Sepators were quite
rufil :d.
Seoators Thurmao and Hamlin both attempt-
ed to pour oil oo the troubled waters, and said
that they did oot think there need be any cause
for mi-uoderstanding.
Mr. [{amlin said it was very customary for
Senators to eall for the regular order of busi-
nesd wheo there was a lull io the prooeedings;
that he had frequently dooe it himself and with
no intestion to offcod any one. Nothiog fur-
ther was said by cither Senators Gordon or
Conkling, and the Senate soon after adjourned.
Mr. Wade was coofirmed by the solid repub-
lican vote, so that the Presideot for once had
the uoapimous support of his party. The dem-
ocrats all voted to reject.
To night mutual fricods of Secoators Gordon
aond Cookling are cogaged in the effort to
smooth over the matter at issue between them,
It i3 belioved tho effort will sucoeed so far as to
restore their former relations, which were those
of courtesy only and oot of {riendship,
The Washington Post gives the following
aocount of the difficulty betwcen Scnators Gor-
don and Conkling :
Tha scrics of iosults which Cookliog and
other repablican Sepators have been systemat-
ically giviog to Southern Senators for the delib-
erate purpose of stirriog up bad blood and re-
viving scctional feeling, culminated in execu-
tive session ycsterday in ao exoiting and de-
plorable passage between Senators Gordon aud
Cookliog, which has stirred up much bad blood
aod may result in somethiog more serious,
(Gordon had the floor and was calling for a ro
port which the Committee on Commerce had
directed Spencer to make on the oomination of
one Smith to be Collector at Mobile. The de-
bate had been cooducted with a good deal of
irritation. Gordoo and Hill bad been working
together, and had urged thatthe Seoate ought,
in its usual courtesy, to be guided by the joiot
requesc of Southern Senators. Blaine, who had
already asscrted in an aggravaliog way that
most of the IXu Klug s'ories, when iovestigat-
ed, were fouad to be true, or worse than true,
saroastically said, in reply to the plea for ceur-
tesy, that ho did not see what right the South-
ern Senators had to ask for courtesy, in consid-
eration of their receat oourtesy to the senior
Senator from New York. This sally provoked
derisive laughter from the republican side,
Finally Cookliog, in his most imperious and
diotatorisl way, interrupted Gordon with the
remark: “'Oh, go on with the calendar.”
Gordon immediately rebuked the insult by
saying ‘'the Senate was cooductiog the public
busincss, and the Sepator from New York had
no right to distate to the Vice President,”
Every Seoator heard the remark, but Conkling
affeoted not to, and asked the Sepator from
Georgia what he said. Thereupon, Gordon re-
plied distioectly apd firmly: “'I said that the
Senator from New York bad no right to give
orders to the Vioe-President.,” Then Conkling
rose to bis fect and said execitedly:
“If tho Senator from Georgia stated that I
was giving orders to the Vice-President, he
stated what is not trwe,”’
Gordon, cxasperated both by Conkling's
words aod manner, repeated with some warmth
his previous assertion, aod Cooklinpg more
warmly and iosultingly repeated his,
Of course there was intepse excitement in
the chamber. It was apparent to all that Conk-
ling intended to come as uear giving the lie di-
reot as he oould without giviog it, and every
ear was stretohed to hear Gordon's reply, It
came firmly and distinctly ¢
“Very well, we will settlo that.”
“Yes,'’ answered Conkling, **We will ssttle
it here.”
“No," replied Gordon, with much emphasis,
“Weo will oot settle it here,”
There the matter dropped. Later in the day
Senator Thurman tried to smooth the matter
over by assumiog that the two Senators had

replicd, “‘SofarasI
@ 5eLllcd horo ow elan-

misunderstood each other, and that Senator

Cookliog did not intend to impeach Genera]

deot to make his own appoiotments was now-

Gordon's veracity, but both Sepators remsiaed
ominouxly silent. .

Last night Geoeral Gordou dec'iaed to say
anythivg exoapt that, of course, tho igjusction
of seercey prevented him from staliog what ac-
tually did bappen io executivs gesslon, and that
he had no wish to speak of personal matters.
He was closeted for most of the cvenlog with
Senator Lamar aud a fewof higintimate friends,
but, of course, all are absolutely reticent as Lo
what passed betweeo them. The only basis on

f| which to form s judgement is the few remarks

that have been dropped by those 1who hesrld:
and ssw the whole proceeding, “'Great God,
caid oue Sepator, “do thesz wen expeet the
South to stand evergthiog, I'he South has
borae a great deal, but there wre some thiogs
thut caouot be boroe 7" ]

I thiok," said another, *'that some Lh‘mp‘?
which were sail will have to beupologized for.

Seoator Cookling also declined toexpress any
opinion last pight cxeept privately to bis friends.
When asked what be would do in case he
was challeoged. he replied, with a soeer @ *I
will wait uotil I get a oballenge,"’

Some who are io bis confidense, however,are
authority for the statement that Scvator Couk-
liog is intentionally tryiog to provoke a chal-
lenge, in order to muko politieal capital out ol
it, by makiog it the basis both of a eriminal
guit and of & resolution of expulsion.

The Eastern War.

A Russian dispateh says that oo Thursday
sixty battalions of Turks attacked the forees ol
the Grand Duoke Viadimir all aloog the lioe,
directing, however, their priocipal efforts agaiost
the left and ceotre. They attacked Mctotka
six times, but were each time repulsed with
great loss. At ooe p. m. the Thiny-fifth di
vision of the Twelfth Russian Army Corps ap
peared ou the soene. and attacking the Murks
in flank ccmpelled them, with the co operativs
of the rest of the Russian forces, to retire upon
Krasna, their retreatto Jovan Ciltlik beiog cut
off. The Grand Duke Vladimir narrowly cs-
caped a ball, which struck very oear bim.

Suleiman Pasba, desoritiog the same affair,
olaims that e oarricd some of the eotrench-
ments of Mectebka, but wasunable to hold them
owing to the fire from the beights and arrival of
Russiao reinforcements. He conscquently with-
diew to Lis original positios, after & scven
hours’ battle. Three thousand Russians were
killed.

A Bucbarest speoial says a bullet grozed the
Czarewitoh's head io this eogagewcnt.

It is reported that it has beco weoessory to
amputate Osman Pasha’s foot.

M. Cristrics, the Servian agent, has deliver

war agaiost Torkey, and started for Belgrade.

War was announced at Belgrade yesterday by
galvos of artillery. Privee Milan will leave for
Alexioaiz to-day. He bhas issued deerces pro
claiming a state of siege and anncucciog that

will be dismissed.

Ino his speech from the throne oo the opening
of the Turkish Parliament the Sultan declared
that Russia began the war, Turkey, compelled
to defend herself against nggression, has offered
the utmost resistane?, The Ottomaos had dis
played a most patriotio spirit, as eviuced by the
solf depial of all classes, and the courage of the
Tuarkish eoldiers had excited the admiration of
the world. His Majesty spcke with special ap
probation of the formation of a civic guard.
Hi: non-Mussulman subjects bad shown a con-
seientious desire to share in the defence of the
oountry. The constitution granted to non- Mus-
sulman subjeets perfect cquality in the eye of
the law; therefore, as they had acquired cor-
responding duties at home it was ooly oatural
that they should share the military serviee, and
the Government had decided to enlist non-
Mussulmao subjects in the raoks of the army.
The only safeguard for the Empire was cym-
pletely to barry out the constitution, The Su!
tan's dearest wishes were Lo sce ali clngses of
his anhlisnty aniav tha Lleasinea af ecomploru
equality ana the country profit by (he acecpt-
ance of modernp ideas, financisl reforms, the ful-
filment of national engagements, the adjustment
of texation im accordance with the rules ol
sound politioal economy, the collection of reve-
pue on an ¢(uitable system, the revision of the
judicial system, reform to facilitate the tenure
and sale of landed property, the bestowal of mu-
picipal privilezes as the basis of an administra-
tivo system, aud finally by the reorganization
of the gendarmerie, Unfortunately, the calam-
ities of war had retarded the accomplishment
of these reforms; nevertheless, the Sultan hoped
for the future progress of reform. Various
measures bad been prepared by the Counoil of
State, and would be submitted to the consider-
ation of Parliament, conoerning civil procedure,
the geoeral election, ministerial fucetions, the
High Court of Justice, the public press, taxza-
tiou aod the state of siege. Ile concluded ag
tollows :—*'Gentlemen and Deputies—T'ruth
can be elicited on quessions of political and civil
rights ooly by perfeet liberty of discussion,
That liberty baviog been conferred by the con-
stitution, you require {rom me no further in-
structions. Qur relations with fricodly Powers
are of a most cordial kind, May the most High
bless our common efforts.”

Servet Pasha has ioformed Mr, Liyard, the
British Ambassader,and Count Z:chy, the Aus
trian Ambassador to Constantinopie, that he
oopsidered a continuation of the war a uscless
sacrifice, and he would, therefore, endeavor to
persuade the Turkish Cabinet to invoke the
mediation of Austria and Kogland to regard
the cooditions of peace. He considered the po-
litical and territorial integrity of Turkey indis-
ponsable. Austria will take po ipitiative uo-
less there seems a chanoce of sucoess, and so far
there bave been no sigus of readiaess on the
part of Russia to pegotiate. Scrvet Pasha's
conditions also seem to be unacceptable, but the
impression is that they will be modified.

The ocircular of the Porte states that the
Porto desires to stop the effusion of blood; thore-
fore it is ready to come to terms, and appeals to
the feelings of jusiice of the Great Powers, but
i8 not yet at the end of its resources, cod is
ready to sacrifice all for the independece and
integrity of the fatherland,

A telegram from Constantioople says:—
“The peace and war parties are contending for
the supremsoy. It is believed that tho war
party will prevail,"

There is trouble in the Lebanon in conse-
quence of the refusal of the inbabitants to furn-
ish a military contingent or send deputies to
Parliament, based on the fagt that the Liebanon
is uoder Earopean guarantee,

The London Post this morning, says it is uo-
derstood that the British Cabinet yesterday had
before them a circular from the Porte intimat
ing its williogoess to acoept the mediation of
Europe. The Porte asserts that the gnarantees
of good government furnished by the Constitu-
tioo are far more advatageous than the estab
ment of antonomous States, which can only lead
to the disintegration of the empire. The Post,
however, considers that there are no present
prospeots of the acceptance of mediation,as Ger-
many is hostile thereto, and any offer opn the
part of Eogland is not likely to be well received
by Russia,

Tbe Scotsman’s Loodon correspondent,writiog
oo Thursdsy, says:—To morrow Lord Derby
will bave toannounce to his colleagues the all-
important fact that both Russia and Turkey are
anXious to make peace.”’

LonpoN, Dee. 15.—A Constantinople dis-
patoh says:—The ociroular note dispatched by
the Porte to the signatories of the treaty of
1871, commences by the statement that the
origin of the present important events is per-
feotly known. ‘The Imperial Governmeant is
conscious of baving done nothing to provoke the
war, It bas dooe everything to avoid it, and
has vaioly sought to discover Russia’s motives
in her aggressive campaign. The Porte has
shown a desire for improvement by reorganiziog
the jodical system and devising reforms without
distinotion of race or religion according to the

coostitution which bhad everywhere been wel

ed to the Porte Servia's formal declaration of

publio functionaries who agitate against war|

received. Partial reform is of vo avail. The
adogtion of improvements in one part of the
empire would ooly be o premium to other com-
munitics to revolt. Aoy doubt as to the exeou-
tion of tkeso reforms shounld disappear before
the solemu declarstion the Porte pow maker,
A state of war simply retards such reforms and
is disastrous to the country generally, destroyiog
agricultural intercs's, killing industry and ruio-
ing financial reorganizations,

Todepeudently of these arraogements for re-
form what reason can there be for conliouiog
the war? Russia bas declared that she is oot
animated by a epirit of corquest, The military
honur of both sides must ve abuodantly satis-
ficd. What object can there be io prolongiog
a conlest ruinous to both countrics? The mo-
ment has arrived for the belligerent powers to
accept peace without affecting their digoity.
Kurope migbt now usefully interpose her good
offices sice2 the Porte is ready to eome to terms.

'I'he country is oot at the eod of its resources
and is still prepared to fight ie its own delense.
[t iy ready, moreover, to sacrifice all for the in-
depeodeuce and iotegrity of the fatherland but
the Pore is desirous to stop the lurtber cffusion
of blood aud, therefore, appeals to the feelings
of justice which must animate the great Powers,
hopiog that they wiil rcecive these overtares
favorably.

LoNDON, D:e. 15.—Tho Plevna correspood-
cot of the Tiwes, telegraphs that he believes
the Liu:siaus will not advance immediately, but
await the effcots of the fall of that place. The
heavy guos which were already oo the Sofia
road between Plevoa aod the river Vid, bave
been bsuled back, whieh would have beco a
waste of labor if a speedy udvarea on the Bal
kaps was intcoded,

A correspoodent with the Graod Duke Vladi-
mir, shows that the Metohka affair was confioed
to «kirmishers and cavairy, with some field ar-
iillery practice. e thioks the Turks may bavo
lost & thousand weo, altogether, as they were
wuch cxposed, but tbhe Russiao loss was ivsig
pificant, The Russian foree oo the field was
three brigades. 1'be Turks were driven across
the river Lom. Their entrevchments oo the
west bank arc oow io possession of the Russians,

Osman Pasha bas sent a short telegram to
the Porte statiog that he had not received ro
inforecinants por provisions, but pevertheless
resisted a3 long as possible, Iinally he made
an attempt to foree a passage through the Ru-
sian lines of iovestmeot io which the Turkish
troups despite their valor were uosuccessful aod
he biwsc!r wus takew priscoer.

CoxstantiNopLg, Dee. 15,—The Chamber
of Deputics hus cleeted a Christian as its Pres
ident.

Prioce Milag's proclumation which was is-
sucd aut Belgrade yesterdsy, recounts the Turk
ish atrocities and violations of faith sioee the
treaty of peace made last Februsry,concludes as
follows :—"'Liat us mave forward sloogside the
vietorioug bapaer of the Czar, liberator, with
Chiristian faith ia God, the protcetor of right,
and success issure.  Given in the pamo of our
country's welfare, Servia's independence and
her hereie people, It is God's will.

(Signed) MiLax OBrexvITCH,"'

Letter from Kichmond,

The Election of State Officers—The Stolen
Bonds—A Flood of Resolutions—1he Pro
posed Cutting Down of Per Diem—An In-
stance.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. |
Rrcuymonp, Deo, 14.—The indications lead

we to think that the Legislature will oot go into

the election of aoy of the basement officers untii
aiter Ctristmas, and perhaps oot eleet any of
the State officers until that time,

The iovestigation ioto the absiraction of

funds is progressing very slowly. The officars
io the Sccond Auditor's office are pretty well
satisfied as to who committed the theft, and at
the proper time will mske the fact known to
tbe iovestigatice committee, The cowmittee

is now examiving each of the clerks wha were
cwployed wlen tne additional force was put on

{or fundiog. The party who stole the bonds is
not in the office now. That mueh is eertain,

Nothing hike the number of resolutions were
ever koown hiere befure in the Iouse, Resolu:
tions of cuquiry, resolutions of expedieoey,
resolutions of iostructions, resolutions tart and
acrimonivus, resolutions ot complaint, all pour
in to the elerk’s desk, and clog the business very
materially, The committees will have their
haods full of them. Maoy are not worth oon-
sideriog.  T'he committee for Courts of Justice
has the bulk of them to eoosider, 1 learn that
Judge B, W, Laey, of New Keat, will be as-
signod to duty on this committee. Many of the
resolutions are lookiog to the abolition of offiocs
or the catting down of salarics, There is no
doubt that a great saviog can bo cffected in the
critwinal expeose ol the State,

Sepator Smith bas brought in another bill
lookiog to retrenchwmeot and reform. It fixes
the pay of the legi<lators at three buodred and
gixty dollars per session. It woa’t pass, for a
line must be drawn sowcwhere, as the man
said when he jumped a fesee with a mad bull
behind him.

What docs the Jedge expeet us to live oo 7
said ap irate aod disgusted mewber of the
Legislature. lle wants to cut our pay dowao to
tweoty-eight dollars a week, when our board
comes to tweoty-five dollars, aod drinks aro
filteen cents apiece.

Yes,chimed in another, what between Seoator
Swith's bill and Dr. Moffet's punch, there
woot be nobody but tramps io the House next
year,

Yes, said an hooorable member from the
Southside, that remiods me of a face I saw last
wiater. | was on the Committee of Asylums
and Prisons, and oo a visitto the Williamsburg
asylum. T'he superiotendent pointed ont a Iu
puatic coweriog in a coruer of a cell. The
poor typu ol humanity was a fearful olject to
lock at, the very quintessence of abj:ct wretch:
edoess; his forin was fearfully ewmaciated, his
facc was like death itself, and bis eyes so suok
in his head as to be scarcely discerniblo,

Who is he, aod what type of madoess has
he 7 [ arked, '

He has a sivgular mapia, said the superia-
tendent, He imagines that he can live on air
and water, aod refuses all nourishment, and we
can't foroe him to eat. He still clings to the
idea that he is succeediog wooderfully well,
but ho is siokivg daily. 1'wo days afterwards
I was informed that be was dead.

Those food of drawing inferesces can pull a
siroog ooe from this.

A conference of cooservalive members of the
Legislature was held at the oapitol to-vight,
having for its object the perpetuation of the
couservative party, and to exolude from all fu-
ture caucuses allindependents and members not
eleoted as regular nomioees of that party, Res
olutions were adopted excludiog all members
from conservative cooferences who did not bind
themselves to abide by the objeats for which
the meeting was calied. Only sixiy-two of the
conseivative membership of the Geperal As
sembly affixed their vames to the pledge, None
of what is koown a8 ‘‘simon pure readjusters’’
were amoog the number, The meeting was at
one time quite turbulent, and a difficulty be-
tween H, LI, Harrison, a leadiog readjuster of
the Hlouse from Sussex, and Seoator Johno W,
Dauiel, of Lyochburg, opponent of that faction,
scemed immineot, The readjusters preseat
withdrew, coteriog a protest to tho proceed-
iogs, and giviog notice that they would not
be bouod by its action,

A bill has beeo introduced in the Senate to
amend the charter ol the Potomac and Ma-
nassas Railroad Co. which provides that the
company may cdostruct 8 branch of their line
from the most suitable poiot on its line in the
Valley of Jamesriver to the oity of Richmond.
The compaoy wants the use of the conviois free
of charge. Lt isproposed, to further whe par-
poses of thc compauy, that the State assign to
the compaoy all claim and deainnd for priocipal
and ioterest it has against the goveroment of

the Uuiteq States for advances mada by said
State to aid in the coastruction of the publio

buildings at Washiogton, filty per centum cf
which, when recovered, shall ba given the com-
pauvy, acd the other half, or same amount io
State bonds, turned into the State treasury.

Sepator J. V. Brooke, of Fauquier county,

has been clected chairman of the jointcommit-
tee on tke revision of the crimival laws.

Legislatlure Courtesies.
Lo the conservative caucus of the Virginia

Legislature, last night, as reported ta the Rich-
mood Dispateh, Mr. Harrison, of Sussex, said
he had been iovited here by Geperal Lee.
was his understandiog that this was not to be
called a coosorvative caucas, and that no gen

It

tleman was to be bound by its action.

(eneral Lee said that the gentleman had
wisunderstood him; that he bad said that it
was a oconference ol conscrvatives about whose
title there was no question, aod that any gen-
tlemuan who felt that be could wvot participate
would ba at liberty to retire at any time.

At a later stage of the proceediogs, Me. Har-
rison epoke of eaucus tricks and of some gentle
men prowiocot here who had oo yesterday
been vegotiating with the readjusters, and took
up his hat to leave tbe ball,

Major Duaniel got the flyor, and called upoa
Mr. Harrison to stop, as wuat he intended to
say it was important for bim to hear,

Mr. Harrison halted near the door, or some
ooe touched bim oo the shoulder and cslled
him back,

Major Daviel stated that heioferred frow a
lovk or gesture of Mr., Harrisonthat Mr, [larri-
gon weant to designate him as a cauous trickster,
tle asked Mr, Harrison it hiseonclusion was cor-
rect. I'ho question,orits cquivalent, was repeat-
ed three times by Maj. Daniel,slowly and emphat-
ically, and the snswers were not satisfactory to
him. |Mr. Harrison, is a little deaf.| Ile
theo, in every decided terms, expressed his
opinion of Mr. Hani-on, presumiog that Mr.
Harrisse had alluded to Liw a3 a caveus trick-
ster,  Mr. Hardisou advaoced apos Maj. Dan
iel, and the Msjor stvod awaiting the assault,
when the ehairwao oulled upoo the Sergeant at-
Arms to preserve order, aod that offizer and the
orowd rushed forward aod iotercepted the ad
vance when the two geutlemen were not three
{eet apart—Maj. Daoiel staodiog creot as a
statue and ool as a cucumber, and Mr. I[larri
son baviog the air of & man resolutely deter-
mined to vindicate himselt’ or die in the at-
teapt.

Kxplanatioos followed, resuliiag in Mr, Har-
rison showing that be weaut po personal reflae-
tion upon Maj. Daniel or any one; whereapon
Masj. Daviel made a retraction, 10 which he
said that he reoogoized Mr, Harrison as a truth
ful and honorable gentleman and tho peer ol
auy wan io the House.

The following resolution was theo passed : —

LResolved, T'oat all members of the Geoeral
Assemvly who have heretolore signed the call
for this eanfercues, and who may authoriz? the
clerk to affix their pames to the same shall
alooe conatitute this confercnee, and that the
clerk be direcied to make out a roll of such
mewbers, which alone shall be used whenever
any vote io this conferenee is recorded.

The vote was then called us to those who were
present aod would abide by the action of the
meetiog. This was respooded to as fullows : —

Senutors:—Moessrs, Brooke, Balts, Bland,
Daniel, Gayle, Goode, Grifln, Hairston, Hurt,
Hurt ¢f Pittsylvania. Johnson, Koiner, Loe,
Mashall, Smith, and Walston,

From the House the fullowing geotlemen
respocdad ; —

Messrs. Anderson, Bland, Boceok, Bohannon,
Burger, Burnham, Ciarke, Coghill, Cox, Crutch-

fold, Edmunds Edwards, Finney, Graves, Gray,
Green, Hanger, Healy, Hirer, Hunter, Jordan,
Lovell, Luck, McCabe. Moncura, Moorman,
Mushbach, Pullism, William B. Taliaturro,
Warner 1. Talinferro, Trout, Van Loar.

France,

President MacMahon's message to the Cham-
bers eancludes s follows: The exernise of® the
right of dissolution eould oot be established as
a system of governmeat., I believed it to be
my duty to exercise this right, and [ conform
mysell’ to the reply of tho couatrg. DBy the
Coostitution of 18735 a parliamentary republic
was formed. The Counstitutiyn, while establish-
ing my irrespoosibility, iostituted the joiot and
individual respouosibility ot the Ministers, The
iodependence of ‘the Ministers is the coodition
of their responsibility,. The priveiples of the
Coostitution are those of my goveroment, The
termioation of the ecrisis will be the startiog
point ot a now era of prosperity, for the promo
tion ot which all the public powers will concar.
Harmooy being re-established betweea the
Seonate and the Chamber of Deputics, aod the
latter being heoccforth assured agaiost prema
ture dissolution, the Chambers will be eoabled
to achieve tha great legislative labors demand
ed by the publie interests, The Ioternational
Exghibition will offer to the world fresh testi-
moany of the vitality of our country.

President MacMahon’s message to the Cham-
bers was much applauded by the Senators of
the Left in the Chamber of Deputies. The
members of the Left Centre priocipally ap-
plauded, but the messacze on the whole made a
great impression, The Right were silent. The
(Goveroment, in accordance with the deeision
of the Budget Committee, will ask the Cham
ber to vote a sixth ol the budget and the teur
direot tages, The Coostitutivoel believes that
the Chamber will adjourn on Tharsday next
uotil Jaouary 7th,

Many reactionary prefects and sub prefects
have resigoed. It is stated that the first batch
of prefectoral changes will be gazatted on Sun-
day. The clerical journals are violeot in their
comments, espeoially oo the appointment of M.
Waddiogton, who is a Protestaot. The Ga-
rette de France says the iosurrceticn has tri-
umphed.

A Paris dispateh says: “'Oaly two of the
proposed Cabinet are cew to office. General
Borel, Mioister of War, was formerly President
MacMahon's Chief of Staff, and is a skilful and
laborious soldicr.
Publie Instruction, is one of the most pooular
members of the moderate Lefi; he was Under
Seoretary of the Ministry of Justice to M. Du-
faure. M. Waddiogton's appoiotment to be
Miuister of Forcign Affairs will be received
with warm satisfaction by the whoie diplomatic
body, and constitutes a bappy and pacific omen,
He is tolerant, and a moderate Liberal in poli-
tios and religion,”

The Chamber "of Deputies will to-day vote
the four direct taxes and two months of the
Budgst.

A Card from Mr. Hunter.

General Rogers seemed to suppote in hiz card
yesterday that I had charged him with not keep-
ing the books required by law. I certainly did
not intend to make any such charge. I do not
know, and did not pretend tostate, what books
were kept in the Second Auditor's office. "W hat
I meant to otate was that if a list was kept of tha
old bonds tentin to the Second Auditor's for
exchange, and aleo & list of new bonds iszued,
by & cemparison of the two it would be ensy to

changing bonds & second time when it had al-

ready been done once.
Very respectfully, R. M. T. HUNTER.

Court oF ArreaLs oF Virainia.—Taylir
vs. Cleary et als.; petition for rehearing filed by
plaiotiff in error.

Bowers, administrator vs. Bowers et als.;
partly argued.

. The midoight marauder should wot be bao-
ished from our dwelliog any more quickly than
should a cough or cold of any kind be driven
from the system. Dr, Bul’s Cough Syrup
qulellyl' yet positively places all colds under its
coantrol,

SrecraL.—Handsome Gents' and Ladies’
Handkerchiefs, in fancy boxes ; also Silk Hand-
kerchiefs and Mufll.rs at I. Eichberg's.

——————g e B—————
DIED,

On Thursday, Dee. 13, ALICE DOWNEY.

wife of Michael Downey, of this city, sged 64

years, & native of county Tipperary, lreland.
[New York papers please copy. ]

DVERTISER.
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land, Ohio, Thnrslay wvight, in Cory
Loine, (tous phiysicsl ex'iaustion, -
troub'ed sHme days with aenrsigia in
and at a poiot 10 the play where 1,
physical exartion is needed, heleld dyy,
was carried off thastage,  Afrerihe u-r:-i-_nli_'. :
down he conld by heard to geoun fron go .40

old Spanish grants,
3)va aod New Mexico,

agricultural implemant dealers io the N §
west, hava made an agsigment,
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ington, Rappahannock ¢iuuty, says:
dent occurred at our neighbor's, M« Y, |
Dadiey, oo Wedoesday eveaiog, whiel
sadden
Nichols and bis two s00s, William R, aul)
dap, {tom Madison county, hiad beeu divzin
well for Mr, Duadley; coming to rock thiy w-
compelled to us» powder tor blastine, T4
sons, William 1L aod Jordan, about (4.
the last work ol the duy, were tawmigrs i
powder in the drill, when, cither fiom i1y
breakiog or a spark from the gravel, un oy
sion took place, irjaring Mr. W, 10 Nt
so mortally that he lived ooly o few hour-.-
The priocipal wound was under the chio, oy
goiog 1o that place aod mukiog its appoar
jugt under the eye.
tive years old, and wis o mewber ol the Mot
dist church,
ooly twelve wouths old,
was badly buroeed and bius !, bot 13 vt -
ously hurt,
rif'ying that the perves ol the old man we

certain amount of capital invected in mann'e

gaged lands, &u., from taxation; to amend the
Copstituiion su as to empower sshon! (i

and supervisors to appoint superintenionts
of schools;
amend the charter ol the town of IFrant [Lo0
to amend the Code inrelation to judges of hi
ings aud corporatinn courts practicing in the
own counties; to authoriz2 the Couneil of D
ville to inerease the salary of the jadega of th

conviction for the second offenac of petit fure
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Judge J. J. Mackimmon has Hirge:

Lt passed itsfiest readiog

4 andd Wity
I". C. Bangs, the actor, broke down o .

”‘f;,'l-\

the scepen,

Captain Corbig, of the tweaty fourih iy,

ry attributes most ol the il feeliog on 1l (.. i
a0 border to the et that

s : ! much of ¢l 0, i
io Texas is ¢'simed by Mex'can residens o, i

The Rav, Dr,Koick rbocker,of Minne,
has decined the missionay bishoprie o

J. D. Euster & Co., Chicigy, tha .

Yirginia News.
The Rappahannock News, publishedar WV
AN

the homos of masy, Mr. o

Mr, Nichols was twoy

He lesves a wilb o el o
Mr. Jordan Nt
The affsir was o suddeo auld |
perfeetly uost rung. ™’

The Brooks' Museum, at the Universiy
Virginia, bas beeo cowpleted, and a better e
leciion of specimers eannot b founld o
other esllexe 1o the country.

The dweiling house of the bue (b 1000
Boliing, in Petersburg, has been bousie by 1]
W. Siggins, for 6,000,

Mra. Mary Page, reliet of Do, W .
well, died in Riclimond mat Wedoes i
pinety three,

The 21st instant is the appointed day 1 oo
hangiog of Mrs. Louisa Lawsn and 800N
ris, ut Hairisonbure,

Twenty six grown persous aod six el
left Washivgton county last Tucsday for | s
io which State they aro to sqtl,

Rae, W. J. Eliot, ol Abicwe log, was &
by a horse,a day or two pgo, and badly hue,

Martin R. Liokechoker, of Botetonrt cou
ty, committed suieide luot wook,

A wild eat was canghe o a trap setbor b
oear Woodstack, last week,

———
Legislative.

la the State Senate, yesterday, a re-ibuw
wus adopted iostruetiog the Finawoee o
tee to icguire 1oto the expedicney ol repori.
a bill at unee relicviog the tax payers of U
State of the additional five per ecnt. imp-
upon them to pay taxes by Docomber [+
The bill smendiog the Code 1o regard towdui:
sion to the publie free sehools, was passel,

In the Ilouse of Delezates, resolutions wore
introduced, looking to exemptiog frow rasiio

turing and miniog enterprises; exemp!ing i

to amwend tho gamo |aw:

hustings eourt of that place; o provide thars

ghall not consti‘ute a felony unless the valne
the propery stolen at the first offence shull
ceed $25; to allow sommutation for soldier
maimed in war in liew of artificial limbs ao!
eyes; and in relation to the diseriminano:
charges made by railroads between loeal an!
through freights. A resolution was adapee
irquiring ioto the expodicney of sy amendin
th Constitution a3 1o require a registration
all births and deaths, &=  The Senate bill ¥
relation to amending the Codn coneerniog -
summoning of jurors in eriminal eases was 1
Mr, IFarr introduead a resolution |
fuirieg ioto the c¢xpediency of 8o amending 1
Copstitution as to ioclude in the cxemptin
from taxation all capital over and above s ¢
tain amount in &oy masufacturing or nitls
enterprises (for a ccriain period of years) i th-
State; Mr. Lovell, one to amend aod recust
gection 1 of an act to provide a charter for !
towa of Front Rogal, approved November !
1870,

Miscellaneous Foreign News.

Mr. Pierrepoot preseated Mr. Welsh, 12
pew Awmerican Mioister, to Liard Derby yes™
day. Mr, Pierrcpont will take his leave cf 80°
Mr, Welsh will be presented to the ()aeen «f
ly next week, .

A Liverpool graia circular says:—1he wlied
markets duriog the past week bave been Brih
but the demand was inactive, buyers arbifi
mautiously peoding the ericis in France snl the
East. Oa the spot and in the neighboring 11
tricts sines Tuesday there has bzen a toicrally
fair busincss io wheat aod maiza at that duy
prices. At this market, vesterday, thero wisd
moderate consumptive demand for wheat, 2%
erally at the currencics of Tuesdag, bat sy
was in some cases 1d. per eenotal cheaper, Yious
was slow aod uoaltered. Tor ecorn there Wa:
less than the usual demand, The last (12
lions were barely supported, .

A Berlin dispatch says : —=The German U0F
eroment estimates for 1878, presented for 8/
proval to the Federal Couoeil, show a delieie?”
ey of $9,000,000, which must bz met by ¢aotr"
butions {rom the German States. —_—

Rowuz, December 16,—The Popa i3 much B¢
ter to day, and is sitting up in bed.

B. D. Koons, ex-membar of Lhe Lagisig}t_ir{-‘:
was convictad yesterd«y at Wilkesbarra of &3
ing $1,200 from an Odd Fellow's Lodge.

A prize fizht was brok-n up and tweoty _tltf
arrests made near Tamz1s, Pa., this moroifs:

The University buildiog at Chicago was bure
ed this moraning.



